1985 Supplemental
QUESTION:

In the FY 1985 supplemental, DBA is requesting 156 more positions for
the Administrative Revocation program (passed on October 12, 1984, as
part of the Comprehensive Crime Control Act). DBA states that these
positions will provide for 690 additional investigations, which will
in turn result in 550 additional revocations, suspensions, denials or
surrenders for cause. How did EGA come up with the numbers for new
positions, additional revocations, suspensions, denials or surrenders
for cause?

ANSWER:

The 156 positions include 126 investigator positions to conduct ad-
ministrative revocation Investigations.

Of the 680,000 DBA registrants, it is estimated that approximately
12,000 are Involved in activities which are in violation of the
Controlled Substances Act.   It is further estimated that of the
12,000, approximately one-half, or 6,000, may be appropriate subjects
of administrative revocation investigations whereby a DEA registra-
tion can be revoked, suspended, denied, or surrendered for oause if
it Is determined that the issuance of such registration would be
Inconsistent with the public interest.   This action can now be taken
without a criminal conviction on drug-related felony charges.

Prior to taking such action, however, EEA investigators must gather
prescription data, sales data, patient statements and expert testi-
mony for use in "show cause" proceedings.   DEA's best estimates Indi-
cate that during the first year of this program, approximately eight
investigations can be conducted per year per investigator.   It is
anticipated that the number of investigations will increase upon
full implementation and subsequent refinement of the program.

It is recognized that with an. additional 126 investigators EGA will
not be able to take full advantage of this new authority in terms
of taking administrative revocation action pursuant to all signifi-
cant practitioner controlled substance violations, derogatory state
licensing actions and criminal convictions.    However, DEA has conser-
vatively estimated that the miniinum requirement to iniplement this
program is 126 investigators.    By the end of FY. 1986, DEA will have
had the benefit of one year's experience with this new program and
will be in a far better position to determine accurately the total
resource requirement needed to take full advantage of this new
authority,

It is estimated conservatively that approximately 82$ of the Inves-
tigations conducted will result in a revocation, suspension, denial,
or surrender for cause of a EGA registration.

Designer Drugs
QUESTION:

According to testimony presented to the President's Commission on
Organized Crime in February 1985, new synthetic street drugs have
been Introduced into the illicit drug market.   These drugs can be
created by simply modifying the chemical structure of a controlled
substance drug, thus transforming it into a new, more potent "designer"
drug.   The emergence of "designer" drugs was recently mentioned on
one network telecast.

How widespread is the "designer" drug phenomenon?

What is EEA doing to control the production and distribution of
"designer" drugs?

What problems does EGA face in controlling "designer" drugs?esolve
